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Iraqis are taking home new sense of democracy

Baghdaddelegationlearnshowlocalgovernmentswork

By Hector Gutierrez, Rocky Mountain News
April 22, 2005

Colorado has captured the hearts and minds of 18 Iraqi citizens preparing to
return to Baghdad with a new understanding of democracy.

The Baghdad delegation that came to Denver to learn how local governments
function and how infrastructure is built and maintained say they will leave
Colorado with a deeper affection for Americans.
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"Yourpeople we met, other families, are wonderful people," Nasreen Hayder
Kader, a Baghdad council member, said during a news conference Thursday at
the Denver Regional Councilof Governments.

"It was a good impression for Iraqis."
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Sheikh Mohammed Baker AI
Suhail. left. a Baghdad council
member. talks with Jack
Houser. of Denver, during a
meeting Thursday at the
Denver Regional Council of
Governments. Eighteen
community leaders from
Baghdad have spent two
weeks in Denver to see how
municipalities function in the
United States.

The delegation plans to return to Iraq on Saturday, and their pending departure is leaving mixed feelings on
both sides.

"It's breaking my heart, but I hear my country calling," said Omar Mohammed AminAIRahmani, another
Baghdad council member.

For 20 days the entourage, which included Baghdad's first elected council members as well as engineers,
doctors, teachers, accountants and administrators, were shown how municipalities function without the
interference of the state and federal governments.

They were taught how advisory groups such as the Denver Regional Councilof Governments, or DRCOG,
and the Metro Mayors Caucus advise municipalities on various planning issues and promote cooperation
among the counties and cities.

The council members said that after livingunder the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein and his cronies it would
be a welcome change for Iraqis to see institutions operate without the iron fist of a central government.

"We need such a thing," Nasreen said. "The separation of authority is a wonderful usage."

The Iraqis got insights from the Metro Wastewater Reclamation District about how it provides services for a
380-square-mile area. Muchof Iraq's sewage treatment and other infrastructure have crumbled and must be
rebuilt.

Sherry Patten, DRCOG spokeswoman, said the Iraqis also were able to develop a network of contacts and
get e-mail addresses from wastewater engineers.

The visit wasn't strictly all business. The group toured the 16th Street Malland the city's technological
sector.
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"We visited high technology and many big buildings," Baghdad council member Mohammed Jasim M K AI
Rubai said. "We need help and all the technology in the next years for Iraq."

The group visited two Christian churches and said they were deeply touched at the sight of candles being lit
for Iraq.

"Wewent to church to see Americans pray for Iraqis," Kader said. "It's not actually new for Americans. It's
actually new for Iraqis. Youare unique people."

Gina London, a consultant with CRLAssociates Inc., wined and dined some of the Iraqis and took them.
dancing at the Rise Night Club.

Londonembraced the Iraqis after the news conference and praised them for having so much optimism in the
face of setbacks, violence and other adversity.

"It's such a privilege to be part of their progress toward peace," London said. "You meet these people and
you see them as real people. It takes it beyond the sound bite and headline."

Rahmani reminded reporters that plenty of work needs to be done in Iraq and Iraqis can't do it without the
help of the Americans.

"I just want to tell the people I don't want them to forget that there are people in Iraq who are struggling
every day," Rahmani said. If Americans continue their good deeds they willbe "putting a smile on the lips of
our generation."
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